In fulfilling the request of the Council of the Society to initiate a discussion on the subject of appendicitis, I feel a certain degree of responsibility from the fact that, as this is the first of a series of debates which is to occupy the attention of members during the coming session, I should be naturally expected, as your official head, to set a fitting example to those who follow of the nature and extent of the limitations proposed by the Council to be exercised in the course of the various discussions.
For myself I cannot say that I feel particularly happy under the restrictions which entail my condensing, within the comparatively short period of twenty minutes, all that is, or, perhaps, ought to be said, on the subject of the diagnosis and treatment ef appendicitis. After all, however, there is wisdom in the limitations proposed, because they render it imperative upon the reader of the paper to confine his attention to the more salient features of his subject; in other words, to 
